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TAUEF  view  of  the  BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE 

SOCIETY. 

I  [The  follouinj;  brief  skntch  of  the  Britisfi  and  Foreign  Bible  So- 
■  cieiy,  taken  at  the  commencement  of  1818,  will  give  our  readers 
aome  enlarged,  though  still  limited  \iews,  of  the  great  work  that 
is  going  on  throughout  the  world  of  circulating  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
iVlien  we  contemj)late  this  greatest  of  all  human  Institutions,  and 
behold  a  world  put  in  motion  b}' its  intluence,  we  can  only  view 
the  instruments  as  human  :  the  plan,  the  work,  the  cause,  is  of 
God,  and  it  must  prevail.] 

In  the  present  age,  no  circumstance  claims  more  strongly  the 
notice  and  approbation  of  every  friend  to  Christianity,  than  the 
zeal  displayed  for  the  circulation  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
facilities  provided  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object.  Our 
forefathers  have  long  been  honored  with  the  gratitude  they  deserve, 
for  having,  at  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  laid  open  those  hea¬ 
venly  treasures  to  the  eyes  of  the  people.  Societies  were  subse¬ 
quently  formed,  schools  were  founded,  and  other  regulations  a- 
flopted,  for  promoting  this  desirable  work.  Little,  however,  com¬ 
parative!}',  was  done  towards  generalizing  the  knowledge  of  the 
I'ible,  till  within  the  last  fifty  years  ;  when  an  increased  attention 
to  education  brought  the  minds  of  the  common  people  more  ex¬ 
tensively  into  cultivation,  and  multiplied  the  readers  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  to  a  degree  beyond  all  former  example.  To  this,  and  other 
causes  of  similar  operation,  may  be  ascribt'd  the  superior  estima¬ 
tion  into  which  the  Scriptures  have  risen  of  late  years,  and  the 
?trong  disposition  w'hich  has  been  manifested  to  promote  their  dif- 
lusion  and  reception  among  all  orders  of  society.  At  length,  au 
••xpedient  was  devised,  of  erpial  simplicity,  liberality,  and  wisdom, 
for  accomplishing  this  purpose,  on  a  scale  which  promises  event¬ 
ually  to  comprehend,  not  merely  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  Er^- 
pire,  or  the  (lopulution  of  Christendom,  but  the  w  hole  family  of 
man.  This  expedient  was  to  circulate  the  sacred  text,  upon  which 
Christians  in  general  are  agreed,  and  to  which  they  appeal  as  their 
common  standard,  without  human  interpretation,  criticism,  or 
comment.  The  proposition  was  acceded  to,  and  practically  adop¬ 
ted,  by  a  respectable  body,  consisting  of  members  from  various 
communions  of  professing  Christians  ;  and  it  was  recommended 
t(T  public  patronage  and  support,  in  the  year  1804,  under  the  dc- 
.signation  of  “  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society^ 

The  Institution  was  legaided  with  considerable  interest.  To 
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some  imierd  it  appenrcd  S(»  drxjbtrid  .nn  experiment,  IhuL  tiiev 
could  not  he  prevailed  upon  to  join  iininediately  in  giving  it  ih^ 
trial  ;  \vhil«;  otiiers,  and  those  not  a  few,  of  almost  every  persuasion, 
saw ’ill  it  the  germ  of  Christian  concord  and  social  happiness,  and 
rallied  round  it,  as  a  standard  of  piety,  and  peace,  and  pure  reli- 
gion. 

Lord  Teignmoutli  accepted  tlie  appointment  of  President ;  av 
did  tile  Hishops  t)f  London,  Durham,  Salishury,  and  St.  David’s  to* 
gether  with  c**rtain  lay  lords  and  gentlemen  of  the  highest  charac¬ 
ter,  that  of  V'ice-Presidents.  Thus  constituted  and  patronized, 
from  the  popularity  of  its  plan,  and  the  exertions  of  its  conductors, 
it  obtained  a  rapid  establishment  in  the  world  ;  and  may  he  con¬ 
sidered  as  already  possessing  a  larger  and  more  efficient  operation 
than  was  ever  aerjuired  in  so  short  a  time  by  any  cliarilable  Insti¬ 
tution. 

Upon  its  first  appearance  before  the  public,  If  ahs  and  Scotland 
Fivalled  each  other  and  tlieir  fellow  Christians  in  Knfclftnd,  by  the 
promptitude  and  liberality  of  their  support.  Inland  did  not  remaii* 
uninterested  in  this  strife  of  love  ;  hut  manifested  as  strong  a  dis¬ 
position  as  its  local  impediments  would  allow,  to  aid  in  promolinf 
so  glorious  a  work.  The  continent  of  Evropc  felt  the  impulse 
w  hich  London  had  excited  ;  and  evinced  the  effects  of  it,  in  local 
associations  for  prosecuting  the  same  common  purpose  under  the 
auspices  and  by  the  aid  of  the  Parent  Institution.  ,Is\a  displayed 
a  similar  spirit,  and  Calcutta  (where  certain  individuals  from  the 
Baptist  Society  had  made  a  most  auspicious  beginning  in  the  work 
of  translations)  became  the  seat  of  a  Corresponding  Committee; 
professing  in  the  name,  and  chiefly  by  the  funds,  of  the  Society  ii: 
London,  to  aid  and  encourage  translations  of  flic  Scriptures  into 
all  the  vernacular  dialect.s  of  the  East.  This  initiatory  measure 
Jed  to  the  formation  of  “  the  Calcutta  Auxiliary  l>ihle  Society,’* 
an  event  which  has  since  been  followed  by  the  establishment  ol 
r/iujilar  Institutions  at  Bombay,  Ceylon,  Prince  of  Wales  Island, 
.Java,  and  Amhoyna  ;  the  latter  of  which  has  a  Branch  at  3Iatac- 
c'j.  ,ltnerica  caught  the  same  holy  ardor  ;  and  a  similar  union  of 
Ch-istians,  upon  kindred  principles,  and  with  the  same  ohjt  ct  in 
view',  was  speedily  witnessed  in  various  places  throughout  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  ;  to  many  of  w  hieh,  in  proportion  as  they  became  known, 
ericmjragement  and  assi^itance  were  liberally  afforde  d. 

Ii>  order  to  form  a  just  conception  of  the  British  and  Foroii^n 
Bible  Society,  and  to  prognosticate  its  effects  on  the  ei\iiizcd  world, 
it  will  he  necessary  to  view  it  a  little  more  nearly,  and  tt>  enter 
more  particularly  into  the  details  of  its  present  vast  and  iocieasing 
magnitude. 

^I’lie  centre  of  this  fust itiition  is  in  f^ondori.  Its  component 
parts  are  chiefly  to  he  Iraceil  in  Aiixiliaiy  Sociftii^s,  Branch  So¬ 
cieties,  and  Bible  AssociationB,  foriiieil  under  its  luiv  ouiageinent, 
and  contrilujtory  toils  ohjeef,  in  the  different  c<»unties,  t».wris,  and 
villages,  of  Gieat  Britain  ;  and  in  various  atutions  of  impuitancc, 
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ttiroug;liout  the  other  portions  of  the  world.  Its  Auxiliary  and 
Branch  Societies  alone,  within  the  Vniicd  already  si- 

mount  to  1)4 1 in  the  Ihitish  i)ominions,  to  070.  On  the  Conti¬ 
nent  of  Kurope,  it  has  produced  kindred  Institutions  of  great  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  operating  under  the  highest  and  most  lespectahle  pat¬ 
ronage,  in  the  capitals  of  Prussia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Itussia,  the 
pnited  Netherlands,  Wurtemherg,  Hanover,  Saxony,  &:c.  in  the 
principal  Cantons  of  Switzerland  ;  together  with  numerous  lhanch 
Societies,  and  minor  Associations,  in  those  and  other  European 
countries.  Jn  Asia  it  possesses,  as  has  already  been  stated,  pow¬ 
erful  Auxiliaries,  at  ('alcutta,  Komhay,  Colombo,  -Batavia,  Amboy- 
na,  ke.  Tlie  Societies  established  in  those  places,  consist  of  indi- 
uduals  of  different  Christian  denominations,  many  of  them  eminent 
for  piety,  learning,  and  station  ;  and  they  are  honored  with  the 
countenance  and  support  of  the  respective  governments.  Through 
these  Assorialions,  and  the  instruments  employed  under  their  di¬ 
rection  and  encouragement,  the  Society  at  home  will  be  enabled 
to  contribute  considerablj'  towards  furnishing  the  native  Christians 
in  India  (amounting  to  nearly  a  Alillion)  w  ith  Bibles  ;  to  produce 
correct  versions  of  the  Scriptures  in  various  languages  of  the  east; 
and  to  open  channels  for  their  circulation  among  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple,  who  might  otherwise  have  remained  ut(»s’  strangers  to  the 
words  of  eternal  life.  In  ^Ifrica  it  is  cliiefly  en)plo\’ed  in  distribu¬ 
ting  Copies  of  the  Scriptures,  furnished  from  it.*»  Domestic  Depos¬ 
itory  ;  but  the  establishment  of  Auxiliary  Societies  for  the  Mauri¬ 
tius,  for  the  isle  of  Bourbon,  and  Dependencies,  for  St.  Helena, 
lor  Sierra  Leone  and  its  vicinity,  under  the  immediate  patronage 
of  the  respective  (iovernors,  and  of  another,  still  more  recently,  at 
Caledon,  in  the  interior,  encourages  a  hope  Uiat  something  more 
extensive  and  effectual  will  he  done  for  enlightening  and  christian- 
./ing  that  dark  and  degraded  portion  of  the  Globe.  In  Americ;i 
the  object  of  the  Society  is  prosecuted  by  the  Bible  Societies,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  at  Halifax,  with  fourteen  Branch  Societies,  besides 
one  |)re\iously  established  at  Pictoii  ;  ami  in  the  United  States,  <it 
Philadelphia,  \ew-Y<*rk,  Albany,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts, 
Maine,  New-Jersey,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Baltimore,  Virginia, 
l^ouisiana,  amounting  to  upwards  of  IhO,  all  produced  by  its 

example,  acting  in  harmony  with  it,  and  occasionally  ai<!ed  by  its 
funds.  A  National  Socit  ty  has  also  been  recently  f‘stah)ished, 
under  the  title  of  “ 'Plie  American  Bible  Sori«*ly,”  to  which,  with¬ 
in  the  lirst  year  of  its  exist  e.nce,  nearly  100  Anxiliarii*s  have  united 
themselves.  In  the  ff  rat  /u//iV«  the  A iixiliary  Society  t)f  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  C’olor,  at  Jamaica,  tliat  of  the  Brilisli  i'olonists  at  .\utigua, 
and  that  of  Berhiee,  under  the  patronage  <»f  His  l''xcellei)cy  Gi»v- 
ernor  Bentiek,  are  worlby  of  notice.  In  addition  to  tbest*  regular 
and  organized  bodies,  the  Brilisli  and  EiUi  ign  Bilde  Society  has 
rorrcspOfMlents  luith  among  the  Clergy  ami  l^aitViin  different  paiiu 
of  the  world,  active ly  engaged  in  promoting  its  designs,  by  disper- 
.ling,  at  its  ifxpense,  the  Saered  Oracles  ol  divine  Irulli,  “to  irtco 
of  every  nation  un<Jer  heaven.’* 
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In  the  short  compass  of  twelve  years  it  has  issued  considerably 
more  than  a  million  and  a  half  copies  of  the  Scriptures,  independ¬ 
ently  of  those  which  have  been  printed  under  its  auspices,  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  Kingdom.  In  England  it  has  printed  ibe 
Scriptures,  or  parts  thereof,  at  its  own  expense,  in  the  English, 
Welsii,  Gaelic,  Irish,  Manks,  French,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Italian, 
Dutch,  Danish,  German,  Ancient  arid  Modern  Greek,  Hebrew, 
Syriac,  iEthiopic,  Esquimaux,  Mohawk,  and  Bullom  languages.  In 
Europe  it  has  largely  aided  the  printing  of  them  in  the  German, 
Bohemian,  Polish,  Icelandic,  Georgian,  Samogitian,  Wallachian, 
Finnish,  Swedish,  Tartar,  Turkish,  Laponesje^,  Lithuanian,  Hunga¬ 
rian,  French,  Romanese,  Italian,  Calmuc,  Esthonian,  Lettonian, 
Wendish,  Armenian,  and  Slavonian  languages.  In  .\sia  it  has  pro¬ 
moted,  by  liberal  and  repeated  contrib»itions,  the  translation  and 
publication  of  them  in  Hindostanee,  Bengalee,  Persian,  Arabic, 
Mahratta,  Malayalim,  Sanscrit,  Chinese,  Telinga,  Tamul,  Malay, 
Orissa,  Seek,  Burman,  Carnatica,  and  several  other  dialects.  The 
result  of  these  operations  has  been,  that  many  countries,  remotely 
distant  from  each  other,  and  from  the  parent  source  of  supply, 
Jiave  already  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  Scriptures  in  their 
respective  languages;  and  means  have  been  provided  for  insuring, 
under  the  auspices  of  Divine  Providence,  a  diffusion  of  the  same 
blessing  among  those  nations  on  which  the  sun  of  revelation  ha> 
never  yet  risen. 

The  impressions  made  by  tliis  catholic  Institution  on  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  its  kindness  both  at  home  and  abroad,  have  manifested 
themselves  in  addresses,  replete  with  expressions  of  the  most  gen¬ 
uine  pathos.  It  appears  impossible  for  persons  not  enslaved  by 
prejudice,  or  destitute  of  Christian  sensibility,  to  lead  without  e- 
motion,  the  foreign  communications  wdiich  enrich  the  Society’s 
Annual  Reports.  To  receive  acknowledgments  for  the  best  of  all 
gifts,  from  persons  of  every  language  and  communion,  on  conti¬ 
nents  and  islands,  w  hether  kindred  or  aliens,  bond  or  free,  friends 
or  enemies  ;  and  those  acknowledgments  conveyed  in  the  language 
of  their  hearts,  and  w  ritten  in  their  tears — is  a  felicity  which  no 
words  can  adequately'  express. 

The  follow'ing  statements  will  throw  sliil  further  liglit  upon  the 
operations  of  the  Society,  and  the  activity’  and  liberality'  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted  ; 

Bibles  and  Testaments  printed  or  purchased  ^  Bibles.  'Best, 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  sent  to  va-  >  30,000  70,000 
rious  parts  for  cheap  sale  or  gift.  ...  ^ 

Editions  of  the  Scriptures  printed  for  the  Society,  prtvxoushf  tu 

January  10,  181 G. 

English,  various  editions, . 720, .S51  001,770^ 

Welsh,  . 52,297  91,188 

Gaelic, .  23,500  22,500 

Iri^,  .  5,000  10.750 
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1,139 


2,100 

Test, 


Test. 

2,220 

600 

2,250 

79,000 

30,000 

20,000 

14,000 

15,000 

10,000 

18,000 

5,000 

10,000 


6,000 

1,000 

2,000 

Total, 


Bibles.  Test. 

Hebrew,  2,220 

Swedish,  ^ .  ■  -  -  600 

Manks,  .  2,250 

French, .  18,000  79,000 

Spanish, .  —  -  30,000 

Portuguese,  .  20,000 

Italian,  .  14,000 

Dutch,  .1  .  10,000  15,000 

Daiiisli,  .  500  10,000 

iicrman, . .  8,000  18,000 

(ireek.  Ancient  and  Modern,  .  ,  ,  .  ,  -  5,000 

(ireek.  Modern,  .  .  . .  -  10,000 

Arabic,  .  1,139  - 

Syriac,  .  6,000 

Esquimaux,  the  Gospels  and  Acts,  .  .  .  1,000 

Mohawk,  St.  John’s  Gospel, .  2,000 

Ethiopic  Psalter, .  2,100  - 

Printed,  and  printing  on  the  Continent  Bibles.  Test.  Total. 

of  Europe,  by  Bible  Societies,  aided  f  _ _ ^ 

by  donations  from  the  British  and  f  " 

Foreign  Bible  Societ}’.  ...  j 

Issues  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  by  the  Society. 

Total  issued  in  Great  Britain  in  12  ^  Bibles.  Test.  Total. 

years . 3  810308lllQ02485lll81 27.93. 

Purchased  and  issued  for  the  Socie-  ) 

,  .  r  L-  ?  30000  70000  lOODOO 

ty  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  ^  " 

Total  issued  on  account  of  the  So-  ) - — - 

ciety .  \  840308||l072485lll912793 

Erpendiiurt  of  the  Society. 

Total  from  the  commencement  of  the  In-  ^  £.  s.  el. 

stitution .  ^  541,504  *1  10 

The  Society  is  at  this  time  under  engagements  for  various  mon¬ 
ey  grants  to  promote  the  ob^ject  of  the  Institution  in  foreign  parts, 
f  >r  Bibles  and  Testaments  to  Auxiliary  Societies,  and  for  Bibles 
and  Testaments  and  printing  paper  ordered,  to  the  extent  of  near¬ 
ly  £10,000. 


History  of  the  Conversion  of  three  Jetrlsh  Children,  which  took  place 
at  Berlin,  A.  D.  1716.  Translated  from  the  German. 

I.v  the  year  1716,  there  lived  amongtbe  Jews  at  Be.rlina  famiVy 
consiting  of  father,  mother,  and  three  daughters,  of  which  the  eld¬ 
est  w'as  tw’elve  years  old,  the  second  ten,  and  the  youngest  eight, 
Tl  lese  three  children  hn\ing  often  had  intercourse  with  the  children 
of  their  Christian  neighbor,  heard  from  them  concerning  our  Sav¬ 
iour  and  his  religion.  I'lie  Christian  children  would  often  tell.them, 
how  the  Son  of  God  himself  4vas  a  little  child^  and  received  the 
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name  Jesus  when  he  was  circumcised,  how  he  was  brought  up  l>j 
!iis  reputed  father  Joseph,  till  in  his  thirtieth  year  he  began  openly 
to  teach  men  the  way  of  salvation,  and  to  work  many  miracles. 
They  would  then  speak  to  them  about  the  meekness,  compassimj^ 
and  love  of  Jesus,  that  he  died  on  the  cross  a  shameful  and  painful 
death,  in  order  that  poor  sinners  might  not  die  forever  in  hell ; 

**  Jesus  is  ready, they  would  say,  “to  save  you  aUo.’^ 

These  things,  related  by  the  Christian  children  in  simplicity, 
made  a  lasting  impression  upon  the  minds  of  these  young  Israelites: 
they  had  learned  to  repeat  by  heart  the  Lord’s  prayer,  and  many 
texts  of  scripture,  by  frequently  hearing  the  Christian  children  re¬ 
peat  them  :  at  length  all  three  i?csolved  to  embrace  the  religion  of 
Jesus  of  whom  they  had  heard  so  much,  and  whom  they  had  learn¬ 
ed  to  love.  They  went,  therefore,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kahmann,  M. 
A.  Pastor  at  St.  Mary’s.  To  him  they  addressed  tJiemselves  with 
A  child  like  confidence  ;  and  declared  their  resolution  to  hecoine  o- 
pen  disciples,  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whom  they  loved,  and  of  whose 
salvation  they  wished  to  be  partakers.  The  clergyman  supposed 
the  children  had  been  guilty  of  some  fault  in  their  parents’  house, 
and  from  fear  of  punishment  had  taken  refuge  with  him  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  kindly  but  earnestly*  exhorted  them  to  return  home,  and  to  be 
henceforth  obedient  to  their  parents  according  to  the  fifth  com¬ 
mandment.  But  instead  of  returning,  the  children  embraced  his 
knees,  and  entreated  him  not  to  thrust  them  away  from  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  as  it  was  him  alone  they  did  seek,  and  as  nothing  hut 
the  desire  of  belonging  to  Jesus’  flock  had  induced  them  to  leave 
their  father  and  mother.  The  clergy’man  was  deeply  affected  to 
see  these  dear  children  thus  entreating  with  tears  admission  to  Je¬ 
sus  ;  he  then  assured  them  that  he  would  take  them  under  his  pro¬ 
tection,  which  he  did  after  he  had  obtained  permission  of  the  ma¬ 
gistrate.  But  as  the  parents  soon  came  to  reclaim  their  children, 
tlie  matter  was  referred  to  the  king.  His  majesty  ordered  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  four  ecclesiastics,  (two  reformed,  viz.  the  Rev.  — Jablonsky 
and  the  Rev.  —  Achenbach,  and  two  Lutherans,  viz.  the  Rev.  — 
Possard,  and  the  Rev.  — Thering)  who  should  examine  irhcther  th*: 
children  upon  their  oivn  desire  might  be  instructed  in  Christianity 
zvithout  violating  paternal  authority. 

Instead  of  considering  the  question  theor  tile  ally,  the  council  re¬ 
solved  to  decide  it  by  putting  the  sincerity  of  the  children  to  the 
most  trying  tests,  and  hy  giving  the  parents  opportunity  to  witness 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings.  On  the  day*  of  examination,  the  pa¬ 
rents  being  in  an  adjoining  apartment  the  children  were  separately 
examined  concerning  the  reasons  of  their  deserting  their  parents  ; 
they  were  toM  that  nothing  should  hinder  them  from  returning 
back  to  them  ;  they'  were  urged  to  do  so  ;  fine  clothes  and  other 
Ihirygs  were  promised  them  upon  their  return  to  their  parents  ;  the 
hardships  they  would  be  likely  to  undergo,  after  being  liaptized, 
»'crc  described  to  them  in  the  strongest  and  most  affecting  terms. 
Br.t  they*  were  neither  tempted  by  promises  nor  frightened  by 
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'  fhrcateninjrs  ;  and  their  filial  affi^tion  was  greatly  moved,  yet  each 
of  the  children  preferred  Jesus  of  Nazareth  to  every  thing  here  be¬ 
low  ;  “  jladJ}',”  said  they,  “  will  wre  forego  the  love  of  men,  for 
Jesus  loveth  us  ;  we  fear  no  hardships,  if  we  may  but  be  the  disci- 
i  pies  of  Jesus,  who  will  bring  us  soon  to  heaven,  where  hardships 
\rill  be  no  more.” 

Recourse  was  now  had  to  another  and  still  severer  trial.  The 
parents  were  brought  into  the  room  where  the  children  were.— 
They  used  all  means  of  persuasion,  entreaties,  threatenings,  yea^ 
■  apou  their  knees  they  besought  the  children  to  return. — Reader, 
i  pause  for  a  moment !  you  are  here  rntroduced  into  a  scene,  where 
the  strongest  feelings  human  nature  is  capable  of,  are  brought  into 
lively  agitation.  The  parental  tenderness  of  father  and  mother, 

[the  hard  conilict  of  the  children  1/etw’een  filial  affection  and  love  to 
Jesus,  the  deep  emotions  of  the  spectators — all  bathed  in  tears — 
Love  to  Jesus  bore  away  the  victory. — Christian  !  were  your  sin- 
I  eerily  put  to  a  similar  test,  would  your  love  be  as  strong  ? — Israel- 
1.  ite,  can  you  still  deny  that  the  love  to  Christ  which  constrains 
some  of  your  brethren  and  sisters  to  forsake  all  and  to  cleave  to 
him,  is  a  love  which  heaven  has  poured  into  their  hearts  ? — But  to 
proceed  in  our  history.  The  second  daughter,  the  peculiar  favor¬ 
ite  of  her  mother,  answ  ered  her  maternal,  heart-breaking  applica- 
»  tions,  in  words  blended  with  filial  love  and  Christian  fortitude, 
“My  dearest  mother,  I  will  go  back  with  you  joyfully,  and  he  your 
dutiful  child,  if  you  will  believe  in  our  dear  Saviour  who  died  for 
ei  us  poor  sinners,  and  who  is  ready  to  save  you  if  you  but  believe  in 
him.”  The  parents  then  appealed  unto  the  clergymen  present,  to 
I  do  every  thing  they  could  to  induce  them  to  return.  But  the  re-* 
i  peated  entreaties,  persuasions,  promises  and  rebukes  of  the  minis- 
I  ters  proved  all  fruitless,  the  hearts  of  the  children  were  fixed  upon 
;  Jesus  ;  it  appears  that  the  Lord  had  drawn  these  dear  children  un- 
[  to  himself  with  the  cords  of  love,  and  when  he  draws  who  shall  let  ? 
After  all  means  had  been  tried,  after  full  scojye  had  been  given 
for  the  exercise  of  parental  authority  (for  the  parents  were  allow^ed 
to  have  private  conversations  with  the  children)  after  it  had  ap¬ 
peared  beyond  jvll  doubt,  that  the  children  had  nothing  to  induce 
them  to  leave  their  parents,  but  a  sincere  and  heart-felt  attach¬ 
ment  to  Jesus,  the  ministers  decided  that  they  could  not  conscien¬ 
tiously  refuse  them  the  benefit  of  Christian  instruction.  Rev.  Mr. 
Rahmann,  the  clergyman  to  whom  they  first  applied,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  instruct  them  in  religion  ;  on  the  afternoon  of  the  secon<l 
Sunday  after  Easter  (April  11.  1 7 1 7,)  they  were  baptized  in  the 
parish  Church  of  St.  Mai*y’s  by  the  same  minister,  before  a  very 
numerous  congregation,  after  having  fust  made  a  free  and  open 
confession  of  their  faith.  The  baptismal  name  of  the  eldest  w.*^ 
Constautina  Frciderika,  and  the  second  Sophia  Johanna,  of  tlu*. 
youngest  Marin  Christiana,  with  the  additional  name  of  Hirttntreyy 

*  These  names  seem  to  have  Iwen  given  them  by  their  Gotl-faUiers,  v»  itii  n 
view  to  express  the  distinguished  grace  of  each  of  them.  Tlius  of  the  thref 
child  ren,  Constantina  seems  to  liavr  hern  the  most  Cifustant,  Sophia,  the  jef-- 
and  Mary  Ilirtentry,  (i.  e.  a  faithful  she[>l!'?rt!(  .s)  the  mest  lovhic> 
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Tile  love  which  these  children  had  to  the  Lord  Jesus  has  hec 
often  admired  by  all  the  Christians  to  whom  they  were  known.  {( 
was  so  ardent  that  when  they  met  with  the  name  Jesus  in  a  book 
they  would  kiss  it  or  press  it  with  both  hands  upon  their  bosom 
How  does  the  love  of  these  Jewish  children  shame  the  Ismentabl^ 
coldness  and  indifference  of  Christian  children,  nay,  of  many 
Christian  in  riper  years  of  life  ! 

May  such  avail  themselves  of  the  example  set  before  them  in 
this  histor}^  lest  the  subjects  of  it  rise  in  judgment  with  them  and 
condemn  them  !  And  may  the  same  love  to  Jesus  be  poured  from 
on  high  into  the  hearts  of  those  dear  Jewish  children  who,  by 
God’s  merciful  providence,  are  already  brought  under  the  meanis 
of  grace. 

The  authenticity  of  this  remarkable  history  is  fully  attested  by 
thejxcords  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Mary’s  at  Berlin,  where  it 
appears  also  that  many  very  respectable  Christians  in  that  town 
stood  as  God-fathers  and  God-mothers  at  the  baptism  of  the  thret 
Jewish  children. 


FROM  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  REPOSITORY. 

MANNER  OF  CONDUCTING  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

Many  inquiries  having  been  made  by  the  friends  of  the  unedu 
cated  poor  throughout  the  country  as  to  our  manner  of  conductin 
Sunday  Schools,  we  hasten  to  give  them  the  following  brief  reply 

'When  a  school  is  formed  ivith  a  suitable  number  of  teacher 
they  proceed  to  elect  a  Superintendant  from  their  own  body.  The 
school  is  then  divided  into  classes  of  five  or  more,  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  teachers  ;  and  each  teacher  takes  his  class,  for 
whose  improvement  he  is  responsible. 

The  duty  of  the  Superintendant  is  to  keep  the  rolls  ;  inspect 
the  conduct  of  the  scholars  ;  see  that  the  teachers  are  punctual, 
and  to  pay  a  general  attention  to  the  improvement  of  the  school. 
The  teachers  report  regularly  to  the  Superintendant  the  stale  of 
their  class,  and  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  he  compresses  the  whole 
into  one  general  Report  for  the  use  of  the  Managers.  This  Re 
port  includes  not  only  their  improvement  in  learning  but  also  in 
morals.  It  shows  what  attention  they  have  paid  to  the  religious 
instructions  afforded  them  ;  what  portions  of  Scripture  or  Hymns 
they  have  committed  to  memory,  and  how  far  their  whole  conduct 
has  been  improved. 

The  lime  of  commencing  in  the  morning  is  from  8  to  9  o’clock 
The  school  is  opened  by  the  Superintendant,  or  by  some  one 
whom  he  may  engage  for  that  purpose,  by  singing  a  few  verse 
from  the  Society’s  Hymn-Book,  which  is  followed  by  a  short  pray 
er  ;  after  this,  each  class  pursues  its  duty  until  ten  minutes  before 
the  service  of  the  Church  commences. — The  hooks  are  then  col- 
Wealed,  placed  in  the  hot  prepared  for  them,  and  after  one  or  tw^ 
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verses  have  been  simp;,  the  scholars  arc  comliicfed  hy  their  teach¬ 
ers  public  worship,  where  their  conduct  continues  to  he  inspect¬ 
ed  duririj;  divine  ser\icc. 

In  the  afternoon  they  assemble,  usually  at  1  o’clock,  and  open 
by  singing  one  or  two  verses  of  a  hymn.  A  great  part  of  this  di¬ 
vision  of  the  day  is  devoted  to  religious  instructions.  Tliose  who 
can  read,  having  been  furnished  with  portions  of  Scripture,  or  sorno 
hvrans  to  commit  to  memory,  are  now  heard.  This  not  only  af¬ 
fords  an  opportunity  for  expressing  the  teacher’s  approhation,  or  of 
gently  giving  his  reproof,  but  for  instilling  those  blessed  principles 
of  truth  into  the  minds  of  their  pupils,  which  are  necessary  to 
guard  their  steps  through  life,  and  to  form  their  ductile  minds  to 
the  consideration  of  those  things,  which  make  for  peace,  and 
nhich  accompany  salvation.  At  such  limes  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Teachers  to  dwell  upon  the  great  leading  truths  of  the  Gospel,  such 
as  the  fall  of  man,  and  its  awful  consequences — the  salvation  which- 
has  been  provided  in  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the  Redeemer, 
with  an  enutneration  of  all  those  blessings  which  flow  from  the  un- 
lemitted  goodness  of  God  to  a  returning  sinner,  as  well  as  the 
dreadful  consetpiences  of  rejecting  so  great  a  salvation. 

Tfiis  instruction  also  comprehends  all  the  social  and  relative  du¬ 
ties,  arising  in  regular  sen^Sf  or  in  particular  occasions,  as  appears 
most  appropriate  to  the  teacher.  It  is  the  habit  with  many,  and  it 
is  one  which  we  cannot  but  strongly  recommend,  to  give  short  ex¬ 
planations  of  those  portions  of  Holy  Writ,  hich  have  been  repeat¬ 
ed,  in  order  to  impress  them  more  deeply  upon  the  memory.  This 
method  has  to  our  knowledge  been  extensively  useful,  and  the  wri¬ 
ter  of  tfiis  article  can  bear  bis  testimony  that  principally  to  this 
kind  of  instruction  is  owing  the  vast  improvement  in  religious 
knowledge  in  the  country  where  Sunday  Schools  were  first  insti¬ 
tuted. 

Some  Schools  continue  their  instructions  until  5  o’clock.  Oth¬ 
ers  take  the  scholars  to  church  a  second  time,  and  there  dismiss 
them.  In  large  towns  where  the  scholars  are  numerous,  the  small 
space  in  the  interval  of  churrh  hours  has  not  been  thought  suffi- 
'  cient  for  the  necessary  instruction.  AVe  are,  we  confess,  of  the 
sjme  opinion;  hut  as  many1ia\e  scruples  on  this  head,  the  mana¬ 
gers  have  never  urged  it  upon  the  teachers,  but  have  left  them  to 
act  as  their  conscience  should  dictate.  For  while  on  one  hand 
they  do  not  seethe  e\il  wliich  has  been  feared  to  arise  out  of  the 
neglect  of  going  to  church  twice,  where  so  much  is  to  he  done  ; 
on  the  other,  they  liave  never  deemed  it  so  essential  as  to  make 
it  a  rule  of  action. 

The  school  is  dismissed  in  the  afternoon  by  singing  and  prayer, 
and  sometimes  hy  a  few  worils  of  advice  from  the  Superintendant, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  tlie  scholars  aie  expected  to  conduct 
ihemselves  in  tfie  ensuing  week. 

Where  there  are  a  sufficient  iiumher  of  teachers  for  the  purpose, 
‘w’o  or  tfire.e  are  always  employed  out  of  the  school,  looking  after 
Vo.  13. 
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delinquents,  or  seeking  for  new  pupils — in  doing  this,  the  parents 
are  visited,  and  such  advice  given  as  seems  best  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  themselves  and  their 
children.  These  visits  have  been  attended  with  a  divine  blessing 
in  numerous  instances  ;  and  there  are  now  many  parents  pouring 
out  praises  to  heaven  for  the  salutary  hints  which  had  been  in  this 
way  given  by  their  disinterested  friends. 

In  several  cases  the  Minister  of  the  congregation  to  which  the 
school  belongs,  visits  it  once  a  month,  when  he  distributes  the  re- 
w’ards  for  good  conduct,  or  for  committing  the  lessons  assigned  thft 
scholars,  which  had  been  previously  awarded  by  the  teachers.  On 
such  occasions  the  Minister  speaks  to  the  whole  school  on  such 
subjects  as  he  deems  most  suitable  to  the  occasion.  His  visits  are 
always  productive  of  good. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  state,  that  the  practice  of  rewarding  in 
money  is  now  peremptorily  forbidden — it  is  uniformly  made  in 
tickets,  to  which  a  value  is  fixed,  and  when  it  amounts  to  one  half 
the  cost  of  a  Bible,  a  Testament,  a  Hymn-Book,  or  any  other 
book  which  the  Society  may  have  determined  upon  giving,  it  is 
received  in  full  for  such  book.  By  this  means  a  security  for  silent 
improvement  is  obtained  ;  the  emulation  among  the  scholars  is  pre¬ 
served  pure,  and  all  those  consequences  arising  from  the  possession 
of  ever  so  small  a  pittance,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be 
pernicious,  are  entirely  avoided. 

The  great  duty  of  the  teachers  is  punctuality,  'Without  this 
their  school  will  droop,  and  their  efforts  be  comparatively  useless. 
It  is  in  vain  that  they  jirge  attendance  upon  their  pupils,  if  they 
are  negligent  themselves.  Show  us  schools  which  are  prosperous 
and  increasing,  a^  we  shall  find  the  teachers  all  at  their  post  at 
the  appointed  moment;  but  point  us  to  those  which  are  declining 
and  irregular,  and  we  shall  find  the  teachers  late,  complaining,  and 
listless.  They  wull  find  an  excuse  for  such  declension  any  where 
€xc**pt  in  themselves.  '  , 

The  history  of  the  Sunday  Schools  bears  us  out  in  the  assertion, 
that  there  never  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  attendance,  where 
the  teachers  w  ere  not  the  real  cause. 

We  wish  it  to  be  universally  understood  that  the  Sunday  sAiool 
system  is  one  entirely  of  affection.  The  hateful  passions  have  no 
place  here.  The  rod  cannot  be  uplifted,  nor  the  angry  voice  heard, 
in  this  service.  The  teacher  must  govern  by  gentle  persuasion, 
and  mild  remonstrance  alone.  When  these  fail,  the  case  is  hope¬ 
less,  and  the  Sunday  School  teacher’s  duty  so  far  as  the  individu¬ 
al  is  concerned,  is  at  an  end.  When  the  anxiety  and  labor  of  the 
teacher  has  proved  ineffectual,  he  may  lament  over  his  pupil,  but 
he  must  not  punish  beyond  what  the  rules  recommend.  Having 
strictly  and  in  the  fear  of  God  difcharged  his  duty,  he  must  leave 
the  scholar  to  the  reproaches  of  his  own  conscience,  and  to  that 
mercy  which  may  cause  tiiat  bread  which  has  been  cast  upon  the 
waters  to  be  found  after  many  days. 
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FROM  THE  RELIGIOUS  INTELLIGENCER. 

,  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

Xo  licncvolont  mind  can  become  acquainted  with  the  Asylum 
at  Hartford  for  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  without  feel¬ 
ing  deeply  interested  in  its  prosperity.  Of  the  utility  of  that  In- 
siitiition.  I  recently  had  very  pleasing  evidence. 

1  had  lately'  an  opportunity  to  spend  an  hour  in  company  with 
two  young  ladies,  sisters,  who  are  deaf  and  dumb. 

They  have  attended  the  Asylum  tlie  last  year.  In  the  course 
of  the  interview,  a  number  of  questions  were  put  to  them  in  wri¬ 
ting,  and  their  answ’ers  were  returned  in  the  same  way.  They 
have  learned  to  write  with  surprising  quickness,  and  in  a  legible 
and  even  elegant  hand.  They  appeared  to  apprehend  the  qties- 
tions  with  readiness,  and  answ’ered  them  w  ithout  hesitancy^.  At 
the  time  of  the  conversation,  not  the  most  distant  thought  w  as  en¬ 
tertained  of  giving  the  public  any  account  of  it ;  but  as  far  as  I  can 
recoUecty  the  questions  and  answ'ers  which  follow,  are  verbatim,  ex¬ 
cept  that  tw'o  or  three  small  words  are  added  w  hicli  w  ere  necessa¬ 
rily'  understood. 

The  reason  why  I  put  the  first  question  to  the  younger  sister, 
was,  the  report  I  had  heard  that  during  the  latter  part  of  the  time 
she  was  at  the  Asylum,  she  appeared  to  he  under  some  conviction 
of  sin. 

The  first  question  proposed  w  as,  Do  you  think  yon  love  God  ? 

Under  which  she  wrote,  I  hope  Ihave  Godin  my  heart. 

At  the  time  she  W'as  writing  this  answer,  her  countenance  was 
expressive  of  a  sincerity  of  mind  and  a  seriousness  of  thought 
which  no  w  ords  can  convey. 

Q.  Do  you  know'  thiit  you  are  a  sinner? 

A.  IMy  heart  is  had — I  am  very’^  wicked. 

Q.  Have  you  felt  any  anxiety  about  yourself,  because  you  have 
a  bad  heart  and  are  so  wicked  ? 

A.  Yes — I  feel  sorry. 

Q.  How'  long  is  it  since  you  first  began  to  feel  anxious  about 

vouiself  because  vou  have  sinned  ? 

•  •  • 

A.  Two  months. 

I  then  told  her  that  all  people  should  feel  that  (liey  are  w  icked 
and  have  sinned  against  God.  Yes,  replied  she,  and  be  sorry  and 
repent.  This  led  me  to  state  to  her  that  if  she  repented  of  l)er 
sins  and  trusted  in  Christ,  she  would  he  happy  when  she  died.  To 
which  she  said.  If  I  repent  and  have  a  clean  heart,  I  shall  go  to 
heaven  and  he  liappy.  She  tlicn  handed  me  a  paper,  or  rather  a 
hook,  in  which  she  had  written  some  thoughts  on  the  nature  of 
true  repentance  and  faith  in  Christ.  After  1  had  read  them  and 
pointed  to  some  of  the  w  ords  and  sentences,  to  see  if  she  under- 
'Slood  them,  I  told  her  that  Christians  would  pray  to  God  for  lier, 
that  she  njight  have  sorrow  for  her  wickijd  heart,  believe  in  Je-- 
sus  and  he  saved.  She  said,  If  1  trust  m  Jesus,  he  save  me  w  hen 


204 


ijNSTRUCTlNG  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


I  die.  1  feel  happy  that  he  give  me  a  clean  lieart.  1  fold  he.- 
that  all  persons  would  not  be  saved,  or  happy  when  they  died. 

A.  Some  will,  and  some  will  not. 

Yes,  said  I,  those  who  do  not  trust  in  Christ,  will  be  miserable. 
She  assented. 

I  concluded  from  what  she  said,  that  she  has  Scriptural  notions 
concerning  repentance  of  sin,  and  faith  in  Christ,  and  a  futurf^ 
state  ;  and  has  learned  muc/i,  in  a  short  time,  by  the  teaching  of 
the  Divine  Spirit. 

Q.  Do  you  pray  to  God 

A.  Morning,  noon  and  night  :  I  pray  often.  At  the  same  time 
she  cast  her  eyes  and  pointed  her  finger  upward,  toward  heaver, 
as  though  she  had  a  desire  to  have  me  understand  where  she 
thought  God  dwells,  and  then  pointed  to  the  words,  I  pray  often. 

^told  her  that  all  those  who  love  God  pray  to  him.  She  rea¬ 
dily  assented,  and  led  me  to  conclude  that  j>raypr  is  an  exercise 
in  which  she  finds  satisfaction.  She  again  handed  me  the  book, 
mentioned  above,  and  showed  me  tlip  Lord’s  Prayer  ;  and  also  a 
prayer  w  hich  she  had  composed,  that  (  might  read  it.  I  under¬ 
stood  from  her  that  when  she  first  began  to  pray,  she  made  use  of 
the  Lord’s  Prayer  ;  but  that  afterwards  she  made  use  of  the  one 
which  she  composed.  The  latter  one  contained,  w  ith  other  things, 
a  humble  confession  of  her  wicked  heart  and  of  her  sin,  and  sun¬ 
dry  petitions  in  the  name  of  Christ  that  God  would  forgive  her, 
and  make  her  have  a  clean  heart ;  that  he  would  help  her  and 
all  t  ie  deaf  and  dumb  to  love  him,  and  save  her  and  all  people. 

1  next  mentioned  to  her  that  she  and  all  people  must  die,  and 
that  it  is  a  great  thing  to  die. 

A.  Yes,  but  I  hope  I  shall  he  with  Christ  when  I  die  :  and  again 
she  pointed  and  looked  up  to  heaven. 

Nor  did  our  conversation  end  here  ;  for  she  evinced  the  strong¬ 
est  desire  to  pursue  the  subject  and  to  satisfy  my  inquiries.  I 
therefore  put  a  few  questions  more  to  her.  These  were  chiefly 
concerning  Jesus  Christ,  and  salvation  by  him.  She  appeared  to 
understand  what  I  said,  and  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject; 
na}’,  to  be  delighted  to  converse  about  God  and  the  Bible,  heav¬ 
en  and  salvation. 

When  the  company  present  spoke  to  each  other,  her  counte¬ 
nance,  and  that  of  her  sister,  intimated  an  ardent  desire  to  possess 
the  use  of  language.  Hence  I  intimated  to  her  that  if  she  should 
go  to  heaven,  she  would  there  be  able  to  communicate  her  thoughts 
as  they  do  who  are  in  heaven.  With  a  pleasant  smile,  she  tuld 
me  she  hoped  it  would  be  so. 

She  expressed  much  satisfaction  that  her  instructors  in  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  taught  her,  and  the  other  deaf  and  dumb,  about  God  and 
Jesus  Christ  and  heaven,  and  to  pray,  and  that  they  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  attend  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath. 

I  might  state  further,  that  I  read  a  letter  which  she  wrote  to  hr 
parents  :  in  this  letter  I  noticed  that  she  had  asked  their  forgivr 
ness  for  past  disobedience  to  their  commands. 
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I  FROM  THE  REPORTER. 

J^xtract  of  a  letter  from  a  Clergyman  in  the  Western  Reserve^  Ohio^ 
to  a  gentleman  in  Washington,  Penn,  dated  Feb,  1818. 

L\  my  congregation,  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  gently  striving  ev¬ 
er  since  I  saw  you — IG  members  have  been  added  to  the  Church, 
3ll  heads  of  families,  five  of  them  were  baptized.  Some  others  ob¬ 
tained  a  hope,  who  have  not  yet  united  with  tlic  people  of  God. 
>Iv  New- Year’s  sermon  was  blessed  for  jiroducing  a  general  so¬ 
lemnity  on  the  appear  ance  of  the  people.  I  had  a  school  of  young 
nien  and  women  thoughtless  and  gay. — However,  when  they  at¬ 
tended  their  Hible  recitations,  now  and  then  a  silent  tear  would 
drop  from  several.  Hut  a  cheerful  gaiety  seemed  to  be  resumed 
I  to  hide  the  little  emotion. — Our  closing  lesson  on  last  Thursday, 
the  second  of  Acts.  When  it  was  mentioned  that  a  pentecost 
f  might  be  enjoyed  in  this  house  if  we  desired,  it  appeared  to  move 
[  the  scholars  considerably.  A  young  lady  was  asked  how  the  first 
I  Christians  enjoyed  themselves  ;  while  she  answered,  “  they  eat 
I  their  bread  with  joyfnlness  and  singleness  of  heart,”  her  longue 
faltered  ;  and  when  it  was  applied  to  recommend  religion  to  the 
youth  as  a  sure  source  of  happiness,  a  suppressed  sigh  paljutaled 
their  breasts.  But  on  being  dismissed,  their  former  gaiety  was  re¬ 
sumed. 

The  young  people  had  a  meeting  appointed  that  evening.  Mr. 
Camp,  the  missionary,  who  providentially  came  along,  and  took 
an  interesting  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  school,  and  preached. — ■ 
After  preaching,  he  conversed  with  a  young  man,  with  whom  he 
had  been  acijuainted.  The  house  appeared  to  be  filled  with  an 
indescribable  solemnity — still  as  death,  solemn  as  the  entrance  of 
eternity — only  interrupted  w  ith  the  deep  sigh  of  an  undone  sinner. 
Every  cheek  bathed  in  tears  of  sorrow  orjtiy — The  change,  Oh! 
how  great! — We  can  hardly  separate  at  midnight. 

Next  day  my  scholars  came  early.  A  solemnity  on  every  face. 
Had  a  stranger  come  in,  he  would  have  judged  each  one  had  just 
buried  all  his  relations,  and  was  in  the  deepest  mourning.  A  les¬ 
son  or  two  was  said  :  but  their  sense  of  w  retchedness  was  such, 
that  their  common  studies  were  entirely  omitted,  and  the  day  spent 
in  reading  the  Scriptures  and  in  prayer.  Mr.  Camp  preached  in 
the  evening. 

Saturday,  the  scholars  returned  in  deep  mourning,  the  arrows  of 
conviction  were  shot  dee}?er  into  their  consciences.  I  gave  cacii 
a  religious  tract.  The  forenoon  was  spent  without  a  w  hisper,  ev¬ 
ery  one  perusing,  in  solemn  silence,  the  tract  he  received,  and  on¬ 
ly  stopped  to  wipe  the  gathering  tear.  Afternoon,  we  read  to¬ 
gether  our  Lord’s  sermon  on  the  mount.  I  gave  them  a  short 
lecture  on  it  and  recommended  them  to  (hnl  in  pr.ayer.  They  re¬ 
tired  with  heavy  hearts.  The  indefatigable  Mr.  Camp  preached 
this  evening. 

Sabbath  morning,  above  GO  youths  came  to  my  house  at  9  o’- 
c!ock  for  prayer.  O  how  diirerent  some  of  my  dear  scholars  ap- 
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peared  !  A  lovel^’^beam  of  joy  had  succeeded  the  deepest  sorro\r. 
On  being  asked  whether  they  felt  difterent,  “  yes”  was  the  reply^ 
“  last  night  was  the  liappiest  night  I  ever  experienced.”  Our  audi¬ 
ence  this  day  was  crowded  and  awfully  solemn.  Few  felt  hut 
that  this  was  the  house  of  G»)d,  the  gate  of  heaven.  How  dread¬ 
ful  is  this  place  I  The  voice  of  the  speaker  alone  broke  the  death¬ 
like  silence  of  the  day.  Our  evening  meeting  was  unusually  large. 
3Ir.  Camp  preached  again. 

Monday  morning,  my  school  collected,  and  a  number  of  young 
people,  so  that  my  school  room  was  crowded.  This  was  like  a 
day  of  the  Son  of  3Ian.  Our  concert  meeting  was  attended  by 
ten  for  one  that  used  to  attend.  31r.  Camp  conversed  with  one  of 
nay  near  neighbors,  a  Universalist,  on  Saturday,  who  had  four  chil- 
dren  subjects  of  the  w'ork.  Monday  morning,  asking  his  daughter 
how  she  felt,  she  said  “  I  am  a  vile  wretch,  but  1  must  rejoice, 
tKough  I  am  hift  to  perish,  that  my  dear  aged  father  has  experien¬ 
ced  a  change.”  He  is  the  father  of  ten  children,  near  60  years 
old,  and  that  ruorning  was  the  first  time  he  ever  prayed.  Do,  sir, 
let  dear  brother  Camp  know  this  circumstance,  should  he  call  up¬ 
on  you. 

To  day  my  school  was  attended  by  a  number  who  did  not  be¬ 
long  to  it,  for  the  benefit  of  reciting  their  Bible  exercise.  The 
Bible,  O  !  it  is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit. 

FROM  THE  MIDDLEBURV  MESSENGER. 

Kxfrari  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Levi  Parsons,  a  Missionary  in  the 

employment  of  the  Vermont  Missionary  Soeiety,  to  a  friend  in  Mid’ 

dlebitry,  dated  Troy,  March  15,  1818. 

Thl  interesting  situation  of  the  people  in  this  place  has  prevent¬ 
ed  my  visit  to  Middlebury,  as  I  expected,  and  probably  will  for  a 
considerable  time  to  come.  The  revival  commenced  about  the 
middle  of  January  last,  and  prevails,  at  the  present  time,  with  sur¬ 
prising  power.  A  church  w’as  organized  in  February,  consisting 
of  twelve  members,  all  heads  of  families,  who  gave  the  most  satis¬ 
factory  evidence  of  renewing  grace.  The  day  was  interesting  and 
solemn,  and  will  be  remembered  in  heaven,  with  gratitude  and 
thanksgiving.  A  considerable  number  who  are  now  rejoicing  in 
liope,  received  their  first  serious  impressions  during  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Eight  persons  now 
stand  propounded  for  admission  into  the  church,  and  many  more 
arc  wishing  to  present  themselves  for  examination.  The  work  is 
^il!  prevailing.  Hundreds  are  under  serious  impressions,  and  dai¬ 
ly  crying,  “  JVhat  shall  we  do  to  he  savedT^  The  neighboring  towns 
lire  becoming  more  attentive  to  the  means  of  grace,  and  more  so¬ 
licitous  for  the  regular  preaching  of  the  gospel.  The  present  pros¬ 
pects  afford  U3  reason  to  hope,  that  the  Lord  hath  much  people 
in  this  place. 


DR.  SAMUEL  DAVIES.... BIBLE  ANECDOTE. 
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1  wish,  if  possible,  that  a  missionary  might  bo  directed  to  this 
field.  It  is  more  than  twenty  miles  in  extent,  and  is  already  white 
for  the  harvest.  In  this  vicinity,  embracing  Patten,  Trap,  WesU 
jleld,  and  Kelleysvale,  there  are  two  hundred  families,  and  most  of 
thHOi  for  the  bread  of  life.  Religious  meetings  are  fre¬ 

quent,  and  well  attended.  And  those  who  have  spent  their  days 
in  ignorance  and  wickedness,  are  crying  with  solicitude,  “  God  be 
merciful  to  me  a  sinner.” 

FROM  THE  RICHMOND  C03IPILER. 

DR.  SAMUEL  DAVIES. 

This  peat  divine,  originally  a  poor  boy  of  Hanover,  but  for 
extraordinary  talents  and  piety,  early  advanced  to  the  professorship 
of  Princeton  College,  N.  J.  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  solicit  the  means 
of  completing  that  noble  institution.  His  fame  as  a  mighty  man  of 
God,  had  arrived  long  before  him.  He  was  of  course  speedily 
invited  up  into  the  pulpit.  From  a  soul  blazing  with  gospel 
light  and  burning  with  divine  love,  his  style  of  speaking  was 
I  so  superior  to  that  of  the  cold  sermon  readers  of  the  British 
metropolis,  that  the  town  was  presently  running  after  him. — 
There  was  no  getting  into  the  church  where  he  was  to  preach. 
The  coaches  of  the  nobility  stood  in  glittering  ranks  around 
tf>e  long  neglected  walls  of  Zion ;  and  even  George  the 
third,  with  his  royal  consort,  borne  away  by  the  holy  epidemic,  be¬ 
came  humble  hearers  of  the  American  orator.  Blest  with  a  clear 
glassy  voice,  sweet  as  the  notes  of  the  harmonica,  and  loud-  as  the 
battle  kindling  trumpet,  he  poured  forth  the  pious  ardor  of  his 
soul  with  such  force  that  the  honest  monarch  could  not  repress 
his  emotions;  but  starting  from  his  seat,  with  rolling  eyes  and  agi¬ 
tated  manner,  at  every  burning  period  he  would  exclaim  loud  e- 
noiigh  to  be  heard  half  way  over  the  church — Fine!  Fine!  fnc 
preacher  !  Why — %ohy — why  Charlotte  !  Why  Charlotte  ! — This  heats 
our  Archbishop  !  !  The  people  all  stared  at  their  King.  The  man 
of  God  made  a  full  stop,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  him,  as  he  would 
on  a  giddy  child,  cried  aloud — “  When  the  Lion  roars,  the  leasts  of 
the  forests  tremble  ;  and  when  the  Almighty  speaks,  Jet  the  kings  of 
the  earth  keep  silence F  The  monarch  shrunk  back  into  his  seat, 
and  behaved  during  the  rest  of  the  discourse  w  ith  the  most  res¬ 
pectful  attention.  The  next  day  he  sent  for  Dr.  Davies,  and  after 
complimenting  him  highly  for  an  honest  preachtr^’^  ordered  him 
a  check  on  his  banker  for  an  hundred  guineas,  for  his  college. 


BIBLE  ANECDOTE. 

A  PERSON  who  is  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  sick  poor,  requested 
^  one  of  the  Bible  Committee  to  call  on  an  aged  woman.  He  went 
on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  soon  found  that  slie  was  a  pious  woman, 
hut  that  sl)e  w’anted  that  invaluahk?  t'*ca.'ure,  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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He  then  turned  to  the  husband  of  this  woman,  whom  lie  found  at 
his  work  mending  shoes,  and  reproved  him  for  this  violation  of  Hjg 
Sabbath.  The  old  man,  74  years  of  age,  replied  in  an  angry  man- 
ner,  “Vou  have  nothing  to  do  with  me.”  Our  friend  told  liim  that 
the  divine  Being  who  had  afllicted  his  wife,  might  lieal  her  and 
smite  liini.  At  our  next  meeting  a  Testament  was  voted  gratuit- 
ously  to  this  family  ;  on  delivering  it  our  friend  found  the  poor 
woman  better,  and  the  old  man  under  an  evident  concern  for  the 
saUation  of  his  soul — -his  cry  was,  “  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?” 
The  answer  was,  take  this  Gospel  of  our  blessed  Saviour  and  read 
and  meditate  therein,  and  may  you  find  the  bread  of  l/ife.  On  our 
subsequent  calls,  we  found  the  book  before  them,  and  heard  them 
^*^aising  God  for  the  gift.  This  old  man,  whose  hands  six  months 
ago,  were  frequently  raised  against  his  pious  wife,  now  used  them 
in  blessing  his  partner,  and  increasing  her  temporal  comforts  ;  his 
tongue  no  longer  blasphemes  bis  Creator  ;  and  he  is  found  under 
the  means  of  grace,  walking  in  the  ordinances  of  God. 


In  Gilmantown,  (N.  H.)  we  are  informed,  there  has  been  during 
the  last  winter,  an  unusual  attention  to  religion.  The  number  of 
hopeful  converts  is  fifty.  The  work  commenced  in  a  young  ladies’ 
reading  society  of  twenty  members,  all  of  whom  have  been  made 
subjects  of  hope.  A  strong  encouragement  this,  to  the  active  and 
persevering  use  of  means.  We  also  learn  that  in  Marlborough, 
(Mass.)  a  wmrk  of  grace  has  within  a  few  weeks  been  begun. — 
Twenty  have  already,  it  is  believed,  passed  from  death  unto  life, 
and  the  prospects  were  highly  flattering,  of  an  extensive  spiritual 
harvest  there. — Middhhury  Messenger, 


THE  INQUIETUDE  OF  MAN. 


The  snn  is  sinking  in  the  west, 
The  groves  the  zephyrs  fan  ; 
The  happy  beasts  prepare  for  rest, 
And  ail  is  calm  but  man. 

Poor  restless  creature  of  an  hour, 
His  longest  life  is  but  a  span  ; 


\  And  yet  that  span  fell  cares  devour, 

I  For  never  calm  is  man  ! 

J  Though  bounteous  nature  all  has  givei; 
^  To  make  him  blest  on  wimlom's  plan. 
^  A  rebel  gainst  the  will  of  Heaven, 

\  Still  never  calm  is  man. 

■i  ~  1 1—  ■  - 
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